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Events
News Release
Annual "Fiesta in the Spirit of Cinco de Mayo" at U of M, Crookston Receives $10,000
Grant from Northwest Minnesota Regional Arts Council
A $10,000 grant awarded by the Northwest Minnesota Regional Arts Council will support the fourth
annual "Fiesta in the Spirit of Cinco de Mayo" at the University of Minnesota, Crookston. The event
is slated for Saturday, April 21, 2012. The grant, offered through the Arts and Cultural Heritage fund,
helps support access and exposure to the arts in all corners of the region.
Area clubs or organizations interested in helping to support the "Fourth Annual Fiesta in the Spirit
of Cinco de Mayo" are encouraged to contact Kenneth Mendez at 218-281-8329. Since the first
celebration in 2009, the event was designed to honor the rich heritage of the Mexican people.
The goal of the Cinco de Mayo celebration at the U of M, Crookston is to promote learning, understanding and appreciation for the
Mexican culture through traditional Mexican entertainment, crafts, and cuisine. It is held in honor of Cinco de Mayo, a day that
historically, represents the victory of Mexico over French forces at the Battle of Puebla in 1862 and culturally, represents Mexican
heritage and pride.  
The Northwest Minnesota Arts Council serves the seven counties located in the northwest corner of the
state.  The Arts Council receives funding from the Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment from the
Minnesota State Legislature.  This allows the Arts Council to develop services and grant programs for arts
access, arts learning, and folk and traditional arts.  More information is available at
www.NorthwestMinnesotaArtsCouncil.org   
Today the University of Minnesota, Crookston delivers 26 bachelor's degree programs, 18 minors, and 36
concentrations, including 10 online degrees, in the areas of agriculture and natural resources; business;
liberal arts and education; and math, science and technology.  With an enrollment of 1,600 undergraduates
from 25 countries and 40 states, the Crookston campus offers a supportive, close-knit atmosphere that leads
to a prestigious University of Minnesota degree.  "Small Campus. Big Degree."  To learn more, visit
www.umcrookston.edu.
In the photo at top, left to right:  Peter Phaiah, UMC, RosaQuiroz, CHS, Anissa Moore, TVOC Head-Start, Ken
Mendez, UMC, Laurie Wilson,UMC, Dale Knotek, NW Arts Council, Eryn Killough, NW Arts Council, Marsha Odom,UMC, Chuck Casey,
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